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Degree Requirements for PhD Program in Neuroscience of Cognition
and Consciousness at Taipei Medical University
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Article 1 Time Limit for Graduation and Suspension from School
The period of study shall be as stipulated in the Taipei Medical
University Academic Regulations.

Fo0E BESL CEIFSIET AR ET 3R A ¢ FELB28 4 (7 1
12128 0)3 2 S EB98 A o LFEm T 4 BES ARE B k47
BAriipM e R EREFLRFLAFET RBY > &k &
65 & o

Article 2 Course Requirements

Matriculated students are required to complete a minimum of 31
credits, including 22 required credits (12 credits from Thesis), and
take a minimum of 9 elective credits. Students can take up to 6
elective credits from other PhD programs where approved by their
advisor.
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Article 3 Advisor

Every PhD graduate student is obliged to submit thesis advisor



agreement before the Doctoral Qualifying Exam. Students who
wish to change their advisor must submit their application before
the Oral Thesis Defense.
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Article 4 The requirements for doctoral qualifying exam:
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Students may apply to take their QE from the third semester
onwards. To apply the student must have completed 8 units of
Required and 6 units of Elective courses and must have the
approval of their advisor.
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Students must start the QE before the end of their 3rd year. The QE
can be taken twice, and must be completed before the end of the
first semester of their 4th year. Students who successfully complete
the exam may proceed as PhD candidates. Students who fail the
QE at the second attempt are dropped from the Doctoral program.
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The PNCC director assigns one full-time or adjunct faculty
member within Taipei Medical University to be the Convener of
the QE Committee. The Convener shall not be the student’s
advisor.
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The Committee will be formed of between 3 and 5 members. The
PNCC director selects sufficient members from a list of
faculty-level individuals provided by the Convener to form the QE
Committee. At least one member of the Committee must be from
outside the PNCC.
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QE applications must be made according to the approved format
of PNCC. The required documents are: the QE application form;
the student's transcript for the semesters completed up to the
point of application; and a title and abstract written in English.
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The requirements of the QE may be met in one of three ways.
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The student may submit a written report.

The written report should be in the form of a review of the
literature pertinent to the student’s proposed research and an
explanation of the research program to be followed based on
the provided background. The report should be written in
English. The written report shall be given to the QE Committee

who will each return a mark based on (1) the quality of the



literature review and (2) the scientific rigour of the proposed
research. An average score of those given by all Committee
members will be used. An average score of 270% will be
deemed a pass for the QE exam
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The student may undertake an oral examination.
The oral examination will consist of a 45 minutes presentation
in which the student presents the background to their
proposed research and an overview of the proposed research
project. The QE Committee will then be permitted to ask
questions of the student. The QE Committee will give a score
for the presentation based on (1) the quality of the presented
background for the project and (2) the scientific rigour of the
proposed research. An average score of those given by all
Committee members will be used. An average score of 270%

will be deemed a pass for the QE exam.
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The student may submit a paper published in a peer-reviewed
journal. The student should indicate at the time of application
for their QE in which manner they will seek to fulfill the
requirements.
Papers submitted in fulfillment of the QE requirements should
be original research papers where the student is the primary
author and their advisor the senior author. The subject matter
of the paper should be relevant to the topic being investigated
in the student’s doctoral work. The paper should be published
or be accepted for publication. An electronic version of the
paper or of the letter of acceptance should be provided to the
Committee. All members of the Committee must give their
assent that the submitted paper meets the requirements for
consideration and that the paper is of sufficient scientific
quality to represent a pass for the QE exam.
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Article 5 Oral Thesis Defense (OTD)
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The PNCC Director will form a Dissertation Initial Review

Committee to review the dissertation. This Committee will be

composed of the Director plus two PNCC faculty members.

Students can apply for the Doctoral Degree Examination after

passing the review.
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Students may submit their thesis draft to the PNCC Director when



given approval to do so by their advisor. Submission of the thesis
abstract and draft should be done in accordance to the University
Calendar.
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The Oral Thesis Defense Committee consists of five to nine
members. Non-TMU faculty shall be more than one third of
committee. The Advisor and co-Advisors cannot form more than
half of the committee. Potential members of the Committee are
recommended by the student’s Advisor, then elected by the Dean
of the College. The Dean also elects one member to be Convener.
Advisor and co-Advisors cannot be the Convener of the OTD
Committee.
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An average score of those given anonymously by the OTD
Committee members will be used. Scores will be given by the
committee once only. Students with an average score 270% will be
permitted to submit their thesis pending approval of the revisions
required by the committee. Where more than a third of the
committee give a score lower than 70% the student will not be
permitted to submit their thesis at this point.
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Students who have passed the OTD are obliged to submit all
certificate documents to PNCC and revise their Thesis in
accordance with the suggestions of the OTD Committee. Revisions
must be approved by all members of the original committee. The
student should then submit the final, approved version of their
Thesis to TMU, and complete administrative procedures according
to University regulations, for Master’s degree certification.
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Article 6 Regulations not mentioned here should be handled according to
regulations of Ministry of Education and TMU.
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Article 7 This guideline has been implemented after being passed at the
Institute Affairs Meeting, College Affairs Meeting, and Academic
Affairs Meeting, and after approval by the principal. The same

conditions apply in the event of amendments.



